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should have such protection as will not mer^
improve her status but also the status of the future
citizen to whom she gives birth. Further, the
woman who does not fall naturally into the course
of domestic life should not be penalised if her sexual
life is consequently different from that of other
women. I hope I have made it clear that the object
of this chapter is not to claim superiority for women
over men. I do not even attach much importance
to what is called equality, but I do maintain that
individual liberty is even more important to women
than to men as things are now. If women can once
make good their claim to own property and earn
money and perform such functions in public and
private life as best suit them they will have achieved
for themselves and especially for women to come
untold possibilities of happiness. If we read again
Herbert Spencer's description of the girls' school or
remember the blighted lives of elderly spinsters
whom we can recall within the last twenty or thirty
years or if we take the trouble to observe carefully
all the women of to-day we can see what progress
has been made during that time and how important
it is for women that the torch of liberty should not
be extinguished by the Prussian tendencies of our
age.